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NONVIOLENT NEWS

Nonviolence and campalgning news  from INHEITE:

Number 34 Belfast ard December 1995

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL -

Amnesty International (Al was founded in 1981 following & newspaper appeal by Brlish lawyer Peier
Benenson; today it has over 1,000,000 members; subscribers and regular donors in over 170 couniries &and
there are nationally organised sections in 55 counires (many of thase in the South). Its mandate isto
campaign 1o free all prisoners of consclence (people detained anywhara for their bellefs or because of thair
ethnic orlgin, sex, colour or languapge, who have not used or advocated violence; ensure fair and prompt
{ralts for poiltical prisoners; abollsh the death penalty, torure and other cruel or inhuman or degrading
treatment of prisoners; end extrajudicial execufions and 'diseppearances’; oppose ebusas by opposition
groups including hostage taking and torure,

In the Republic

in the Republic thers is a membership of arcund 8,000 people. There ara 48 groups who work on country
campalgning, lobbying, fundraising, publichy and may also have their own aciion file (these "action files'
cover 8 number of different types of human rights violation, including prisoners of consciance, death penalty
dossiers, and 'disappearance’ dossiers). There ara about 150 school and youth groups and most trade
unions are affillaled. There are alzo 8 women's petwork, a rellglous nebwork, a children's network and an
urgent action network for pecple who are willing to take aclion urgently on cases where there is fear of
toriure or an imminent execution or serious hiealth concem. The membershipis sarviced by the secretariat
at 48 Flaet Straet, Dublin 2, which centrally looks after home govemnment lobbying end national publicity. A
magazine Is produced for members every two months (18 pages, A3 size).

Membership is £18 individual, £25 for a couple‘household, £6 unwaged individual, £8 unwaged couple, or
you can Just maeke a donation.

Amnesty Infernational, irish Section, 45 Fleet Street, Dublin 2 or phone 01 - 677 6361 / fax 01 - 677 8362,
E-mail; al-eigamnasty.gn.apc.omng

In the North

There are neary 900 members of Amnesty International and membership is increasing rapidly; the NI
Reglon operates as pan of the UK =ectlon of Amnesty, The posslbility of establishing 3 number of new
groups is being investigated. One major development is an Amnesty NI'Children’s Action Mebsork to raise
public awaraness about the child victims of human rights abuses and {0 expose those responsible. They
were [nvolved Ina substantlal campaign about Ken Saro-Wiwa and ara calling on peopie (o wiita to General
2aniAbacha, Chairman Provisional Ruling Council, Siate House, Aso Rock, Abuja, Migeria, o express thelr
condemnation of his hanging.

Al . Morthern Ireland Region, can be contacted o/o 1 Andfem, Saul Road, Downpatrick, Co Down BT30 6TN
{ph 013845 - 613548, his is a home phone number),

PANA - A new group promoting Irish neutrality

The Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA]) is a new grouping In the Cun Laoghalre-Rathdown constituency
which wlil be highlighting the thraats to the Republic's neutraltty and anti-nuclear status from current moves
in European defence; it will promote a positive and &ctive Irish neutrality and an independent foreign polloy.
It intends to ba broadly based involving peace, environmental and political activists. PANA will be encouraging
the establishment of, and networking with, gimiiar groups throughout the country. Further Information from;
Vincent MacDowell 01 - 2B08700; Carol Fox 01 - 2808247, Carol Fox's briefing paper. (referred to the last
Monviclent Mews), entitlad 'Evropean Dafance Debate', is available from FANA et Box Mo 55, Dun Laoghaire
PO, Dun Lacghalre, Co Dubling

Monviolent Mews la produced et:least 10 Bmes & year bY INKATE, an Iien Neheark for Wemelent Action: Trelning and Educaties,
16 Ravensdena Park, Belfast BT D00, PheseFax 01 232 - 847106 your news weltorme, Thene'll anly be a January ssue if encugh news
cames (A o fustify onel Cibarsiss dexdline for the haxt, Febniany, issus will be 28th Jandang Geefngs for 1556 and a happy ‘peaca fire']



WOMEN TOGETHER. . . : B )

\Women Together are launching thels next "Friendship Seat” in memory of ali victims of the froubles, in Vicioria
Park. East Belfast on Thursday 14th December at 11 am; all welcome. The launch of the annual "Light a
Candle on Christmas Eve® campaign is on Thursday 21st December; every family in NI Is asked o place & .

. candle In their window on Christmas Eve and spare 2 thought or prayer for all thosé families facing Christmas

g

© without & loved oné, @ victim of seclarian viclence. Display postérs to sromete this are. available fromihe
" Women Together office. Women Together are also currently taking 1396 bocklngs for the display of their NI
Peace Quilt; phoae Pat Campbell-at the office for details, Women Together, 224 Lisbum Foad, Beifast BTS
SGE, phone 01232 - 882753,

FAX CHRISTI

Tha annual Peace Mass will be held on Sunday January 28th with Blshop Dermot O'Mahony; contact office for
detalis. As part of Pax Christi's ongoing work on landminas, Dr Fierms Ryckmans from Belglum recently came
to Dublin &5 & guest of Pex Christl and addressed & public meeting, Belglum is the first country to Introduce
laglslation banning the manufacture, importation, and exporiation of antl-parsonne! mines (.6, this Is a legislative
measure.not a temporary moratorium). PC would [lke to. persuade other countries to do the same.... For

information on landmines or on Pax Chiist] work In general, contact: 52 Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin 8. Tel. -

4085293/ Fax 4065482,

BEHOLD THE LAMB

A 6-day silent eucharistic adoration retreat on Christian nonvislent love, with Emmanuel Chares McCarthy (8
Byzartine priest, former lawyer, and co-founder of Pax Christl USA), will take placa from 17th - 23rd March
1998 in the Blessad Sacrament Chapel, Knock, There is a £20 bocking fee and after that retreatants give
according to what they can afford 1o cover meais and accommodation. Enguiries to Margaret de Brun,
50 Upper Mountpleasant Avenus, Dublin 8, Tel. 01 - 497 B25T.

LOYALIST PARADES

"Bolitical Rituals: Loyalist Parades In Portadown” by Dominic Bryan, T G Fraser and Seamus Dunn is published
by the Centre for the Study of Conflict, University of Ulster (ISEN 1 85823 002 4), 74 pages. Thistracesthe
evolving signiflcancs and political complexities of parades In one particular locatlon, concentrating on the
period 1985-6. Itis avaliable from the Centra for the Study of Confilct, University of Lister, Colergine, {Phone
012585 - 44141 exd 4666) at £4 plus posiage. ;

'aAlM TO SUSTAIN' - Northern grants for sustainability projects

A grant fund to help impiement projects which promate more environmentally sustainabie lifestyles has been
launched by Ni Environment Link; it will provide grants of between £400 and £5,000 for communlty groups,
schools, youth organisations or businessas 1o implement new projects designed to sncourage pecpie to chenge
the way people live 5o asto do less environmental damage. Deadline for receipt of project proposals s the end
of February 1998, Further Information from; M| Environment Link, 47a Bolanic Avenue, Beifast BTT faJL;
phone Q1232-'314Bﬁ-¢.’fﬂxl]1232-311555. 3

CHRISTIAN ECOLOGY LINK

This |s a British-based network of Christians, with some members in Ireland, dedicated o spreading Grean
insights in the Church and offering Christian insights to the Green mavemant: it runs campalgns, conferences
and local groups, provides information to indlviduals. Fr Sean McDonagh is one of the patrons. Membarship
ls £12 & year (£8 unwaged) which includes their quarterly mapazine "Green Christians” (sub only for the
magazine £8) to: Christian Ecology Link, 20 Cariton Road, Hamowgate, N Yorkshire HG2 80D (or phone 01423
-371816).

STAD - Stop THORP Alllance Dundalk

This is a support group for the four Irish people taking legal action apainst Britlsh Nuclear Fuels qﬂar potential
danger posed by the extension of the Sellafisld Reprocessing Facility in Gumbria - THORP - on the grounds
ihat this does nat comply with EU law. Their case will ba heard on 23rd January. STAD are petitioning the Irish

govemment for funding and need helpto get signatures. STAD, Backhouse Cenire, Clanbrassil Strest. Dundalk,
Co Louth, Phone 042 - 27571, [Source: Green Newslatier, Noyember 1885]

INNATE Networking meeting, Belfast

The next INNATE networking meeting in Belfast Is this Thursday 7ih December at 7.30 pm In Quaker-House,
7 University Avenue, Beifast 7. All welcome. Busine=s Includes setling up the seminar on training for early
1996 - plus your concarns If you're there! Queries to Rob at 01232 - B4 7106 (phone/fax). :



