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AMNESTY IN NORTH GET FULL TIME WORKERS

Amnesty International, Northem Ireland region, has appoinied two full ime workers; Patrick Corrigan &5
development officer and Patrick Loughrey as fund-raising offlcer, They are based al temporary office
accommodation; 138 Unlversity Straet, Belfast BT7 1HH; phone 01232 - 313182, fax 315721, Good luck to
‘the Patricks’ in developing Amnesty fn Morthem (reland.

CHRISTIAN NONVIOLENCE GROUP ANNUAL 40 DAY FAST

This begins 1 July and ends 8 August (Nagasaki Day). People are invited to joln this fast, for the truth of
Christian and gospel nonviclence, in any way sultable io themselves (e.g. liquids only fast or 2ome other way).
An information ieaflet is available putiing fasting into the context of ancient church practice, repentance and

prayer. For further informatlon contact Mairead Maguire at Fredheim, 224 Lisbum Road, Beifast BT9 6GE.
Phone Beffast / 01232 - 647108,

KILCRANNY HOUSE PROGRAMME

Kitcranny House, Coleralne, programme for the summer still to run Includes 'Besling with conflict in famiiles’,
July 18 - 20+ 'Nonvialeni msponses fo violence!, 25 - 27 July; and "Utopia workshog' 1 - 3 August, sxploiing the
dream of soclety you want. Facifitator for thess workshops le Liiske Laubenthat and the fee Is £35, £25 jow
income, families £40. Klicranny Houze sizo offers mesting space, community ralalions workshops, group work
and nonviclence training etc. Details; Kilcranny House, 21 Granagh Road, Coleralne BTS1 3NN. Phone
01265 - 3218186,

PEACE PEOPLE

Paddy Cormigan has lefi his post a3 coordingtor of the Feaca People to work for Amnestly (ntemational developing
their work in Modhem [reland. Peace People chalr Paullne Harl is currently in the USA atiending Peace Jam
beard meeting and meeting FOR etc. Youth for Peace is currently running exchanges o Austria and the Aland
lzlands, stiudying issues of democracy, sectarianism and conflict; during the summer camps are also arrapged
for lsrael/Palestine and Germany. Peace People, 224 Lisburn Road, Belfast BTY 6GE. Phone 01232 - 683465,

IF NATO'S THE ANSWER, IT'S THE WRONG QUESTION

The War Resisters Intemational (WRI) says ‘Mo 1o MATC with a "WRI' smile. No longar able to justify ftself In
terms of the Soviet threal, NATO clings to old nuciear war-fighting pollcias and evean insists that new members
accept these, MATO's experience in Bosnia-Herzegovina has transformed its operations, making them more
efficiant, and establishing a new relationship with bodles such as the Linited Nations. In WRIs view, NATO
ramains what it has always been - a mliftary structure, pursuing mititary measures in pursuit of power-political
ends - only naw it's becoming blpger, and more prepared to.act "out of area’. WRI's 1887 appeal focuses on
NATO, pointing out its drawbacks, and showing the solldarity between WEI members and affilatezin areas of
confilct. INMATE is a WRI-assoclate. If you'd like to make a financial contribution to WRI, or recelve a copy
af the excellent menthly Intemational publication Pesce News [produced in association with WRI), contact;
WRI. 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 80X, Ph. +44 171 278 4040; Email wamesisters@gn.apc.ong

TROUBLED STORIES

An area of conflict engenders storles about the vanous events and figures connected with it as Aliza Shenhar,
Profas=or of Folklore in Haifa, has pointed out In her book Jewizh and lsreeli Folkiore (Mew Delhi 1987), Such
starles have important functions, forinstance, to enable peaple to come to terms with tragedy, Little investigation
of stories connected with the last thres decades of violence here has so far taken place; however | hope 1o
redress this by making an appeal now o you &ll to send me in any that you have come across. A story such as
the one of tha ghost patrol at Namow VWater is the kind of story in quastion. |f you can contribute pleasa contact;
Fionnuata Williams, Institute of Irlsh Studies, 8 Fitzwilliam St; Belfast BTS BAW.



PAX CHRISTI IRELAND cscsseosssscnssssnsnssnonnssnsssosssssnns

Fax Christl Ireland (PCI) began in the 19805 and Is still golng strong. The AGM of PCI in April was attended by
forty-two members and included Niall Crowley speaking on raclsm and Mgr Denls Faul talking on Nerthem
Iretand. The mgjor thrust:of work this year has again been on landmines, where:Pax Christi has led tha Irish
campaign for a wordwide ban on landmines and has also played a prominent rols intemationally through Tony
O'Coste, PCI's general secretary. Work fn the area has been extensive and var‘l&d and has included public
mealings and press conferences - on blinding 1aser weapons 83 well as fandmines - plus support to talavision
programmes, an axhibltion and many other things. If you would be interestad in having Tony give a talk locally
on the issue of landmines, along with an excellent slide show on the lopic, please get in touch with the office.
The Morthem iraland wurhxng group of the Irish Section is made up of members from Morth and South and has
continued to meet reguiarly and there have also been a few meetings of the British and Irish sectlons to discuss
common concems. While PCI has members right around the country, beanch activity has been restricted fo
Dubiin and Tralee. Public meetings onlssyes have included UN NGOs, East Timor, nonviolence etc., in addition
to liturglcal avens and paricipation in intemational mastings.

Fax Christi is an intemationat Cathelic peace movement which began at the end of the Second World war and
now has & membership worldwide of a hundred thousand people; its activities are ralated o issues of security
and disarmament, human rights, East-Wesl contacts, North-South relatlons, peace education, peaca spirituality,
non-viclence, faith, diglogue and reconciliatlon. If you'd like ta join or get in touch with Pax Christl iraland the
address is; 52 Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin 8. Ph 01-4865283, fax 4955492 Minimum subscriptions ara
£10 waged, £5 waged and £2 for schoo| students.

PAX CHRISTI EHITA'N Work on Northern freland sessvsscssnssvsnces

The British section has been engaged In work for paace and reconciliation in Northem Ireland for more than
twenty years. Members of the PC Northem [reland Working Group have been active In the dissemination of
literature and information throughout England and Wales with a view 1o educating people about the complaxitias
of the problam. The Group has organised countless conferences, seminars and spaaking tours which, as well
85 educating peogle In Eﬂ'E“'I ha-.ra &lsa given a voice tn manglnalised individuals and groups from Marthem
Iretand,

Members of the Group have met mpmmntutrvas-nf the British government, as well a3 Lovalist and Republican
groups, Thera Reve Deen numerous prayer vigits, talks, inlerviews and articles In relatlon to specific events and
occasions, Submisslons wera mada o the Opsahl Commission (1982) and the Dublin Forum for Peace and
Recanciliation (1998). Concem for priscners has been a constant feature of the Group's work, In' particular,
miscamiage of Justice caszes. Pax Chrsti also helps recruit volunteers from around the world for summer
playschemes in Marthern Ireland; local groups choosea their own volunteers from appllcations which come in.
Address: Pax Christi,  Henry Road, London W& 2LH. Ph. 0181-800 4612, Fax 0181-B02 3223, E-mall:

paxchristidfgn.ape.ong

A SUMMER OF DISCONTENT; an editorial

As once more deaths become moere frequént in Nohem Treland, Including the killing of two pollcamen in
Lurgan by the IRA, and the marching season approaches its climaxes, the question is asked with Increasing
dasperation and urgancy - what, If anything, has changed? Daspita an enormous amount of work by many
peopie, from mediation, church, community, trade union, peace, reconciliation and other seciors the answer
would seem o be not a ot

But. much as soma might Hke to draw lines in the sand, and say thal ather people have put me meatves teyond
the pala, we must never say never. Northem [reland is like a collective juggling act. The 1984 ceasefira
managed to gel some of the balls in the air simultanacusly, the repubiicen ball was picked up too late by the
gritish govemment and-wa have slowly slid backwards - a numbar of the brightly coloured batl= which soma
people are really quite good at juggling lie on the ground, and some people have decided to give up juggling
and gao for the jugular.

The fact-ihat different people are going in-different directions makes it difficult to generaliza. Elut Frotestant
and loyalist insecurnty, coupled with republican relustance to put all their eggs In the non-violent basket are key
factors. So too is the actions and inactions of the British government; if the authoritles of all kinds (police and
Northem Ireland Office) had responded to the nonviclent protests on the Garvaghy Road In the late ‘eighties
and aarly ‘ninetles and attempted to broker an agreement &l that stage wa could weall have avoided 'Drumcress!
1, 2, and - this year - No.3. Avoiding a response to nonvlolent protest led to vidlence and a massive threat.
It s alraady a0 late to pull some Irons out of the fire this summer. The bast we can hope and pray for is some
antl-climaxes - and we have had those before too. Then, when i's all over it's back to the jupgling. Some day
we'll get it ight, Allesst we're getting in plenty of practice. - R.F.

This 1% & June-July [zaue; the mext |E=aus will be n sarly Aogust.
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